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COULD THE WAR HAVE BEEN

S. African

Test tour .
WOrT1es
county

officials

by PETER WILBY and
ROBERT CHESSHYRE

DESPITE the unanimous deci-
ston of the Test und County |
Cricket Bouard thuat the South !
African cricketl tour should gu
ahead  next  summer, most
county secretaries are still sery .
doubtful whether staging  the
matches will be practicable.
Fewrs thai the games cannae
be plaved. widely evpressed be-
fore tne Lord’s meeting, have not
been ullaved by what ook place
[he secretaries are the paid otli-
vials respon-ible for running the
came. bui when it comes to g
MAior isste ~uch as this it is pat ¢
inei~ word that .;uLml\.
Such alecistons e
Jounty  Guh o ceimmiiiees.
ciub hus ane vote on 1he TCCRB
nnrmdll_\ exereved by (he commet-
tec chaerman thanueh the seorcies

advises. The chuamen sre mosthy |
sohd county centoy figures

Fhev came e L ard's fast week.
determined. whateser the practicad
obedtions, o 2ove the tour the oo-
dheud. A county sevretary said
vesterday: “Thic was their oppor-

tunity 1o apply all their dislike and
ualhmr' of permisstveness, demon-
strators  and longe hair Steging
vrivkel mutches is thew chunce o
muke i stand against these things

The sview ol same secretaries is
that both sides ure 1 on g self-
delcating eoarse Crivhet will Tose -
money and  the  dJdemonstratars
public sympathy

This determinazan 1o hack the
tour made the wsues 2t 1 ard’s com-
paraiively  wmmportant, Detasled |

gquestions ahoui finence. protection !
of grovnds< ond even the possibility
i ocurtaihing the tour wnd altering l
soanes were diposed of by the |
creation of o seuvrel sub-committes |
i look at the practical side.

Already it i~ helicved that the
stb-comnutiee well hasve 10 recom-
mend the canectiatron o ar tease
twer gumes n he
grounds. When a1 ghe problems

hive been examincd. the cuphonec.
unamimons dedision muy prove 1o
harve been wildlyv opmistic

plived on open |

]

i

|

The chairmien |

bolicve they are |
not g to tace anything like the !
astronamical’s hizh palioe bitls thar .
are boine ciolad Raghy clibs
have onhy been paving o Yracuon |

ot the true cost of police proteevon

Al Muancheswer. where the otal
paice cost Lo the Springboh” gome
ja~t month wis L7500 the club was
anty charged L3335 for 11
police nside 1or o mere two hours

Fyven on this basis o three-daxy
tirst-class match would cost the

clubs nearly 2,000 The mimmum
palice bill Tor the whole 1our—for
what most secreturies consider in- |
adequale prodection: would be well
over £AO.O00L If clubs were charegad
the true cont. up o L7004 & day.
the tour would be utterly ruinous.

in addivan. sccurity  firm. wiil
huve to be hired for days, and
nights before. to protect cricket
zrounds, which are rmmeasurably
more vulnerable thun rugby grounds
to atempts at subotaze

1,500 join
Springboks!
protest

from our Correspondent

12 December
ABOUT 1.300  anti-apartheid
demonstrators held an orderly
march through Cardiff today
before the Cardifi-Springboks
muatch.

At Cardif  Arm~ Park. where
streets weie cordoned oft by some
at the hundreds of police on duty.
chantimg pickets ~houted " Spring-
boks, No ' and S Cardit Shame © at
rugby  enthusiasis  entering  the
around.

Few demuonstriators  gog  inside
far the ail-ticket maich, which the
Springboks won 17—3. When some
of them wied to ¢himb « barbed
wire fence between the enclosures
and the pitch they were stopped
by police und play was not infer-

CArDIE,

rupled,

The marchers bad  included
cleroymen.  umiversity  lecturers,
schood teachers, representatives of
the 1abhour Party and Young o
liberals and o number af trade
unianists. includ ey large contin-
geni from the Natwmul Union of

Minewaorkers

‘Red alert’ for

influenza
BIRMINGHANS

1ey vital hospr-
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ho by omid siteg s Aadimissnen
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Russians put new

pressure on Israel

MURARKA : Moscow, 13 December

from DEV

! THE RUSSIANS have decided
' thut greater pressure should be

put on lIsrael in an altempt o
force a peace settlement in the

 Middle East.

This has become  apparent
after the high level talk< between
the United Arab Republic and
Soviet leuders in Moscow this
week.

Because of the necd o use pres-
sure against tsruel shory of full
seale war, the Sovie leadership i«
now openly piving its blessing to
the Pulestinian guerrillas.

Fhis is not @ decision tahen on
the spur af the moment. Nis poblic
anttecedents go buck to the middie
of Octeber this year when a speech

m Budapest by Mr Shelepin. the
Soviel frade  umon  leader  und
Praesidiunt member. guve the first
wlit cal pat en the back 1o the

Arab pucrntllas.

1 no secret thaei 1he Russtans
kave been critical of the guerrillas
until  recently because of their
extremism.

The Sovier change of d[tl'{lec ™
therefore deliberate and i partly

hased on Russian recognition of the
growth 1n the stature of the guer-
riflas, who huve proved that 1he_\’
huve 1o be rechoned with by the

Araub Governments as welf ay by
the Israelis.

As the hopes of a potitical solu-
tion huve faded. the Russians huve
seen less harm in the Arab irrega-
lars ‘betng given their head.

But the delegation did not come
w Moscow only to talk about the
previiling political situation in the
Middle East. This would not have
necded the collective meeting of
M Podgorny, Brezhnev and
Kosygm with the delegation.

The more serious problem
before them was Egyplian appre-

hension about Israel which has
grown  considerabiy  since  the
American  agreement o supply
the Isractis with Phantom Aghter-

bombers. Cairo is seeking an effec-
Lve unswer (o this menace.

The Russiuns have been cautious
because \uppl}InL any type of air-
craft varrying missiles and bombs
to Cairo would make an enormous
change in the strategic situation in
the Middle Fast. [t would meun
thut for the first time Israel wouid
become wvulnerable to widescale
destruction from the air.

One of the major advantapes
which lsrael has had over the
Arabs is the immunity from this
kind of attack. Consequently.
Israeii fosses have been light.

But once Egypt got the type of

Britain will quit
Libya by March

from JOHN BONAR:

BRITAIN is to withdraw all her forces from military bases in

Tripoli, 13 Decemher

Libya by the end of March. The evacuation will start imme-

diately.

in Tripeli last Monday.

Under a treuty signed in 1953,
Britain has maintained an RAF
buse at El Adem and Army
armoured contingents at Tobruk,
and altogether about 1,700 ser-
vicemen, their families and tech-
nicians are stationed in Libya.

The evacuation was demanded
by the Rewvolutionary Command
Counci) when il caume to power
after the overthrow of King [dris
in Sepitember.

Tonight the head of the Libyan
delegation to the talks, Captain
Abdusallam Jalloud. was met by a
large crowd demanding evacuation
as he left the Municipality Building
where the negotiations were being
held.

He told the demonstrators that
lLibya had demanded Britain to
evacuate her hases us soon as pos-
sible. and that the British had
agreed Lo immediate withdrawal by

W Mareh.

Street dancing

Ihe crowd cheered and danced
i the streets. wuving their banners
and breveles in the atr.

Fatk~ are douc 10 begin an Mon-
das between b oboe and rie United
N the lurge  Amcerican
Wihievius wer toree base i | by
The so
i thya con-
RAl
anrerall at F1oAdem, near {obruk,
aind 1 ATy training darec tor up
1o 1,500 men in the desert.  Ulse of
the El Adem staging post has been
severely
throw of King Idris, and troops in

TS|
ANDEENW WSO e

waticd Brimish C base T

L e ared have been confined
1o camp

The mitant Arab Stutes hasve
alwass seen by as g Western !
sponghoasd tar a vepel ton ol 1he |

I9S6H Sues oneratian, The loss T

Britaim s primarils that o oar ast
deseT Laning area Oiitside the Pes
san Gl owhoch i e s ganated
AR |\l—

R\ oo, a4t b
N e rarsterred o Akro-

restricted sinee the over- ;

The withdrawal was announced here tonight after the
¢ second round of talks between Britain and Libya which opened

-

Super tanker
- L3 -
is sinking
THe Haole, 13 December.—The
brand - new 104,400 - ton Dutch
tanker Marpessa is sinking in the
Atlantic off Senegal on her maiden

voyage. Two men are raported to
have been killed in an explosion

and fire on board the ship on
Friday.
Built in Japan at a cost of

£6.300,000 for the Shell Oil Com-
pany, the tanker left Rotterdam last
Saturday for the Middle East to
join the Shell Heet.

The latest message to reach the
Shell company here today said that
the last two men aboard—the cap-
tain and a
abandoned ship.—Agencies.

£25,000 winner
THE weekly £25.000 Premium Bond
prize, announced yesterday, was
won by TL 980590  The winner
tives in Bristal

radio operalor—had

aireraft she wanted. the lsruelis
would face a grave dilemma—so
grave that the risks eof a pre-emp-
tive [Israeli strike could not be
ruled out and this could precipitate
a crisis of great magnitude
Vigitance round UAR uirfields
LOUId be intensified and under-
pround hangars buit to protect the
atrerelt from such an attack

The Russians cannol  perma-
nznily  embargo  the supply  of
misstle-carrying aircrafl because it
will not only offend the Arabs. but
undsrmine the belief in Soviet
support Lo their cause,

The talks held here have obvi-
vusly gone over this ground. The
tone of  gemeral  satisfaction
generated by  the communiqué
indicates thutl the Egyptigns have
nu! gone away disappointed and
the question is still open

For the Russians the decision
will "be 4 momentous one. as
momentous 45 the frst supply of
Comsunist arms W  Egypt in
Septemaber 1955, But it is difficuit
to see. unless a political solution is
found in the intervening period,
how in the long run Moscow can
avpid responding to the Egyptian
requesl positively.

OurR  Drirenct.  CORRESPONDENT
writes:  Russia’s dilemma over
supplying long-rangs weapons (o
the Egyptlians (s hughtened bv cur-
rently deteriorating reiations be-
tween the Egyptian forces and

: _Soviet advisers in Egypt.

Egyptian officers have com-
plained both of the ° patronising’
attitude ol Sovier advisers and of
the failure of the Soviet Union to
supply badly needed spares and
ammunition for weapons delivered
since the Suez avar.

In some cases this appears to be
due Lo administrative breakdowns;
in others it seems to be part of
the Soviel policy of keeping Egypt
short of the supplies that would
enable its forces to undertake a
major {and probably suicidal) new
offensive against Israel.

Reports have reached London of
leaflets circulating

to rally to the defence of -five of

their comrades accused of causing |.
the death of a Soviet colonel called [

Konovalov.
He is said to have died durmg

an Israeli attack from the sea, after’
refusing to give an Egyptian missile-{

crew the fuses necessary to fire
surface missiles at the Israeli ships.

Whether or not the incident really
occurred {clandestine pamphlets in
Egypt can have many sources) there

is no doubt that the Russians are |

under pressure to give more active
evidence of support for Arab milit-
ancy against [srael.

It is unlikely, however, that Mos-
cow will be slampeded into risking
a new Middle East war that could
embroil Russia and the United
States .

My Lai battle

AMERICAN troops killed 53 Viet-
cong in heavy weekend fighting
only one mile from the village of
My lai. scene of an alleged
massacre of civilians 21 months
ago. --Reuter.

in Cairo_and |
Alexandria urging Egyptian officers |

1 Vlcky Hawkms, a student

from the Hornsey College
of Art, London, working
on a nativity scene that
will go on show ontside
St James’s Chorch, Picca-
dilly. :
Life-size paintings of
refugees will represent the
Holy Family and the Magi.
The nativity is being staged
as part of the campaign by
Help the Aged to raise
£40,000 to provide 250,000
Christmas meals..

First
jumbo
- jet crash

RENTON, WASHINGTON,
13 Décember
A BOEING JUMBO jet being
delivered to Pan Amencan%nr»:
Ways crash-landed here tohight’
i the first accident involving the
new giant aircraft.

No one was jnjired but the 350-
seater Boeing 747 was badly dam-
aged and gouged up most of the
runway after its wheels hit the. em-
bankment at the end of the aicfield,

Onz engine was ripped-off and
another left dangling from its pod*
as the plane touched down'at.the
end of a ferry flizht, withowt pas
sengers, [rom the Boeing plant
Seattle.

Earlier today Pan American tog
delivery of another .Boeing g
Jumbo, its-first. Tt is.expected to g
into service:on’ the transatlantic ru
in laniary -or. Februar
from New York 't
Frankfurt.

Anms ABABA. 13 December. ——The
Ethiopian = Atilines _Boeing 707
which survived a hijack attempt

aipht artiv
I wlth the, bodies: of th WO W

ed in Addis:Ababa toddy
ould-

>Athens _
Ieaﬂets Jor sthe’
,!.ibera»

.- -Propaganda
‘ Moslem separatist Entreen'

| on-the men. Acoordmg;to ‘fficial

BOTH carriageways of thc M6
near Wigan, Lanca.smre, ‘were
closed for a time .yesterday .to
allow some-60 vehiclés inyvolyed:in
crashes to--be removed.” Sixte
people were injured, none s ricusly.
in the series of- accidents, which
occurred as drivers hit: dense fog‘ ;
One policeman said: * They.
won't take their feet off. They th.mk
it won't ha.ppeu to them—and then
—bang !* More fog was forecast.
Beafing the fog: Page i8

over-the . Medltertanean on Friday | o t ~o.dai )
¢ Umta. hinted t!ha.f the colo! el>

tion. Froot,~which ».opposesithe’ ,“’.Fl:!e
Ethiopian Government’ were. foynd | S}

_sources here, the e’ were'. " Efihig-- i

"the lift of the Commermal g
but failed to explode. was even

from NEAL ASCHERSON in Milan, and MICHAEL

DAVIE and FRANCES CAIRNCROSS

in Rome

480 held in
terrorist
bombs hunt

IT WAS the black Saturday of young halian radicals.

wake of Friday's bombings,
extra-Parliamentary opposition
and left.
the total is about 80 so far.

Meanwhile, anxious groups
stood about on sireet corners in
every town in Haly discussing
the situation. while the flags on
the town halls are at half-mast.
There is anger. fear. but above

all there is the shock ‘o
the fundamenta! bumaaity of
lialians. The 14 dead of
Milan, most - of them elderly

farmers and cattle breeders from
L.ombardy. blown up when a
bomb ‘exploded in the Agricul-
ture Bank'in Milan, will have a
majestic funeral on Monday in
Milan Cathedral. The Prime
Minister. Senor Mariano Rumor,
will fly from Rome to attend.
All Maly pays its respscls in
different ways.

The nation's favourite tele-
vision programme has been can-
celled. The Scala in Milan is
shutting. The trades unions
have put off the beginning of the
sirike of |a~11wa\me'n .md civil
servants until Wednesday.

While the great police drive
against the °sects’ goes zhead.
the Miinster of the Interior has
banned Sunday’s political meet-
ings. He has his eye on the all-
ltaly rally of neo-Fascists due in
the Olympl- stadium at Rome.

So. fay, ‘however, nobody
knows whether the synchromised
bombs. wére Tet off by Left or
Right.: AMrilan»]ud.lcxal spokes-
nha.t all- the evidence
pomted to Teftists, 'to anarchists

Ee....‘ nirol *

"peoplc Bu%\t 90
biased o' this* onﬂysa few weeks
dgo they . lost a-men, bramed by
somebody’ wmdetmﬁed in & clash
with Maoists: ax;ed a. mutiny m
‘police. b zmks followed.
; Lafb“.ltrsfMﬂan argues,

‘%'

geucc and™ ()
hed—oommx’c ‘massaore

e .
'ob\nously have an openimind;:
One" of them flew fi
on Saturday to look intortd

| “tribune -de Geneva ’ aceount of

in Europeah; cities. wh : Gr
wasthmwu out of

; e
while “the Police.

M n‘outrage,

bigger.
. The terrorists used a 10-second
fuse with the bomb that did go
sliding -the case . under the
ng eight-sidedtable winch stood
Jn,nhe‘ﬁem;e,.of the,
hc b nk

"wben “the' ban
Those writing cheques at the

- cemral tauble were,simply torn to
(Confinaed an. pagel) -

EIGH1TEEN Jeading  officials
of the Bulgariun Government
Sand  Communist Party  have
been dismissed and will be
brought to trial in what appears
to be the Communist world's
biggest financial scandal. High-
ranking Russian officials may
be imvolved.

Gross irregularitics in at least
three  Bulgarian  Ministries —
Foreign Trade. Transport and
Finunce -haye been alleged afler
an mmsvestigation ordered by the
" Prime Minister, Mr Todor Zhis -

ks They are ~aid 1o have

cawsed  Cenormous damage T o
the economy ol Bulgaria, Russia’s
o al

most allv n the Fastern
o
| The scandal nuvolves the tno

by LAJOS LEDERER

largest stule tading organisations,
the Bulgarian Merchant Fleet and
the conomic group Pirm, which
Jre predominantly engaged in trade
with the Soviet Union.

As a result of the investigation,
which has been carried out in great
secrecy  since early October, the
Minister of Transport, Mr Marin
Vachhov, and leading officials of
Pirm und the Merchant Fleat have
Peen  sached They include 1he
gencral director oy Pininand five
w1 his depuaties. and the Merchant
Flect 2eneral dircctor. Mr Georgi
Ndvdenov. and six ot his col-
'eagues
soentaine
Morisiav

wath hoh eroaps Mr

Naumon. has been dis-

Communist Party repre-.

misyed and expelled from the party
“for lack of vigilance and un-
scrupulousness.”

All these men will be tried- for
*corruption and violation of State
and financial discipline ioflicting
great damage to the State.

Nothing like it has happened
before in a Communist State, The
belief that high-ranking Russians
may be juvolved arises from the
arrival in Bulgaria last week of the

Soviet security chief, Yuri
Andropov, wilh a large team of
KGB men.

.Bulgarian and Soviet ofticial an-
nouncements said that Andropov
had come al the invitation of the
Bulgarian Minister of the Interior,
Mr Angel Salakov. and that he was
received by the Premier and Party

Financial scandal in Bulgaria

leuder in the city of Shumen in
north-eastern Bulgaria,

The findings ct the investigation
have, surprisingly. been disclosed
by the Bulgarian Party Praesidium.
Official commentaries suggest that
other high-ranking officials in both
Government and " party, who
approved or at least knew of the
activities -of the two, . economic
units, will soon be 1mvphcatcd

There is no  admission  yet
about the scale of corruption. -but
the“flact that the Prime Minister

* was forced to intervene seems to

indicate that certain high officials
accused of *using their influence
for personal gain' have derived
large profits from the group activi-
ties.

Premier Zhivkov is reported to
have tried at the beginning of the
investigation to hush wup the
scandal. It looks as i¥ the Kremlin
caused him to change his mind.

In Milan at least 400 have been arrested.
Police wagons carried off the files
of dozens of studeni groups and political youth movements.

Geneva

Frém 4 in -Rome;iturned -ovér the pro-y

In the
the police fell on the whole
of Milan and Rome. right-wing
in Rome

Steel men
strike
1n Wales

irom BEATA LIPMAN

CarDIFF, 13 December

ALL IRON and steel making
al the huge Spencer works at
Llanwern, Monmouthshire. was
stopped early today by an
unofficial strike of 250 blast-
furnace men.

The management will start
announcing lay-offs on Sunday and
9,000 jobs ure threatened. The
strike, which is in defiance of
union instructions, is in support of
u bonus claim.

The motor industry. which gets
35 per cent of its sheet steel from

the works, will feel the effects
almost at once.
Blastfurnace men voled over-

whelmmgly for the strike—against
expectations, because their aclion
will. mean hardship just before
Christmus,

A world shortage of steel means
that the British market will be hit
hard, especially since a similar
strike at the Abbey works, Port
Talbot, in July and August has
meant that production there is still
not back to normal.
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PICASSO WITHOUT GOING
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CHRISTMAS BRIEFING

Classified Advert Guide .

2]

22-24

Waather 3
What's on 2%
40

-,r‘xi;

) (4

‘x5

7' 4" 8”  usually
6 11” x 5 6" usually
6 .7" x &4 4”  usually
;B 57 %3 8" . usually
527 % 3 6" usually
3 11" x 205"  usuaily
28" x 2" 0"  usually

Reduced price examples :
6 3 x 41 usually
5 07 x ¥ 0" wusually

Washable white rugs.
approximately 3’ x 2’

“-ﬁ" e
e 2
@,\_ Sy

for example z

Natural

£124.10.0.
£114.10.0
£85.15.0
£71.10.0
£54. 50
£29. 0.0
£16. 2.6

'PAKISTAN BOKHARA RUGS

“ Bedufifu! rmgs finely woven in the famous Bokhera design.

£41.10.0
£27.10.0

NEW ZEALAND LAMBSKINS

shape—

Al sizes guoted are approximate

£93. 7.6
£85.17-8
£64.15.0
£53.126
£40.15.0
£21.10.0
£12. 5.0

£35.10.0

£23.176

£5.5.0°

to 4.30.

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING NEWS

From now until Christmas the store will be open Hll' 6 p.m. daily
—=8 p.m. Thursday—all day Saturday to 5.30—Christmas Eve

For the welcome break in .a bugy day try our Drum Room,
London’s brightest self-service restaurant—ground floor—or the
new Arbour Restaurant on the third.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Marshall & Snelgrove

Oxford Street London WINOAA Tel: C1-580 }_QQQ
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Warrant Ofhcer Boriase.

Hunt for
soldier

by ANDREW WILSON
our Defence Correspondent

SECURITY experts have poined
the Army’s Spectal Investigation
Branch in inguiries into the dis-
appearance of Warrant Oilicer
Enc Beorlase, a Roval Engineer
ar NATOs Narthern  Army
Group headquarters al Rhein-
dahlen. Germany.

Barluse, 3% and unmarned, bad
Aciesy W vperallonadl secrety and a
penchani lor long-distance walking.
He was last teported seen in uni-
iorm a1 breakfast on Monday.

A search ol his room showed thul
he hud left his uniform behind and

bad apparenty changed inta his
Salldng ovutfit,
< CGerman newspapers will today

Print appeals asking anyone who

Jmay huve seen Borlase o report iL !

Hespitals have been usked
<crutinise thair casualty lisis,

The SIB is purzled by Borluse's
aopcurance at breakfast. He was
“recagnised T by a German waitress
in Na § Garrisen QLr;,c.anh Mess.
But there was nobody eise in the
dining room and she couid have
been mistahen

Borluse's duty involved classified
staff work in the Engineering Divi-
sion of Northern Army Group HQ.

THe Army Group s operalion-
ai'y responable for the defence of
NATOs most important front,
«tretching  fromy the  Baltic 10
Bavaria,

A spokesman {or the “Iﬂlbll"«
ai Defence siid in London: "1t
s almoast 0 et cent undikely that
ke would have hundlcd an\\hmsz
classified above (unﬁdent.‘\l
which most of us deal with in the
Defenve press office every day.”

10

Greek exiles

> hope US will .
get tough too['

y

from ROBERT STEPHENS and ROY PERROTT 1

Paris, 13 December

THE EXCILUSION of Greece
fram the Council of Europe i
rezurded by Greek opposition
leaders as only the first step
Slowards a wider international
boyeott of the colonels’ regime.
They ~see Greek membership
ot NATO as the nost turget and
helieve the chief importance of
the ceerneil™s resalution lies in the

! hope that it will influence the
 United States 1o ake w fess in-
Uduleent attitsde 1towards  the

junta

But short of nea. sirong pubtic
nressure on lhcm‘ the Euror\can
Gevernmenits concerned arce likely

ta disappotnt such evneciations
" Fyen  vesterdayv’s waicred  dJdown
i reselivton was ken oonh with
i considerable  difficuits. and  the

atbhiivds of mos: Goverrmenis alier-
cwards seemend o be relief or having
Vachisved @ zesture that wou'd
atisfy pubiie apinion without com:

miti-neg th- Ciovernments (o any
"further action
Nu:r o oeven  he  Scundimavisn

members of NATO fhuve any ainten-
ton of ruisine Greeve's pasition
»within the alliunce. The Danish
Foreign Minister. Mr Puuw) Har:
hne. fold s vesterday thuat Den-
mard. which is the oniy country
fur v have referred coven
ublraue™ 10 the Gresk situation at

S

|
| # NATO council meeting, had no
ntzption of  guestionine  Crreek
! membershin of NATO.

A spokesman  of the West

German Government. whoese devi-
von 1o press for the suspension of
CGireece was a clinching clement in
the Council of Furope’s discussions,
said_afterwards that the exclusion
of Greeve from the council would
have no effect on Bonn's relations
with Athens in other ficlds. particu-
larly in NATO or EEC. Feonomic
und cultural refations between Cer-
muanmy and Greece would continue es
hefore. This s alsa the position of
the British and French Govern-
P mens. France was in any case only
a belated and Jukewarm suppaorter

of

the exclusion of Greeee friun
the Council of Europe. .
Although Greece has been exs

cluded from the pelitical activitres

ol the Ceunal of Europe. she
remvains fegaliy and for administra-
tive pucpuses a member of the

council until the end of next year
and a signatory of the Convention
on Human Rigits for the nest ~ix
muonths,

Thrs Tase dheorelically gt least,
ene advaniage. 10 micans  that
Greeve iy siill fegally bound by the
rules of the counsil and of the
Humiun Rights Caonvention. It

eeves the -.nun,.ll a dewal basis f ot

wishies (o continue o voneern itsell
with the situation 1n Greeee. in-
cinding the repoct of tle Luropean
Cemmission on Human Righis

l.caders of the Graek oppu\luon
m exile. interviewed by the politi-
<al committee of rthe Counal of
Furope in private session. gave an
assurance that they are roady 10
farm an all-puriy traasitional Gos-
ernment an the departure of dhe
junta.

There s now 4 genuine sense of
ca-operation  among the parhes.,
ITom the right wing to 1he moderate
Left: and they are villing to serve

under the premiership of  (he
former Prime Minister. Mro O
Kiaramanlis., who now lives in exile
in Paris.

This wus the first tme Lhe exaled
leaders had been able 1o muke such
4 tormal declaration ol inleni and
waliingness to co-operate.

The three ex-Minislers inler-
viewed were: Mr Andreas Papan-
dreou, Mr Constantine Mitsotakis,
and Mr George Mylonas. All
three said there was no chance of

4 compromisc solution with the
colonels.

The news of the Junta's with-
drawal left opposition leaders
moderately happy. The Greek
people. they thought, would feet
cncouraged  that  a  European

my; ']\H‘lf\ had taken a stand on their
benall. They  would fcnl fesx
isolated and Yet down. " The time
for 4 stronger passive resistance
fram the people at large has now
come.” Mr Mylenas told us.

THF OBSFRVFEFR.

(Continued from page 1)

pieces when the bomb went off.
‘The clerks around the counters
were blown through the wall. A
chandelier disintegrated into
shrapnel. The terrible pictures in
the Milanese Press repew Lhe
terror of the nihilistic bombing
wave of the nineties, The old
deseription of the nihilistic bomb
as ' the infernul machine ' sud-
denly displays its meaning. .

Something like this happened
here in 1922, when three anar-
chists killed 20 people with .a
bomb in the Teatro di Diana. On
Saturduy night crowds still
waited outside the heavy old
palace near the cathedral which
housed the Agricultural Bank.
The trusty iron shutters were
down: workmen carried out hods
of debris. There was not much to
see. But for the Milanese. who
stand there bitterly accusing one
another’s political leaders of cold-
blooded murder, their city has
been dealt a scar which will not
fade away.

In Rome, afier Friduy's bomb-
ings there, police were guarding
broken zlass and stones at the
base of the colossal Victor Em-
manue! monument, In ¢he gutter.
trampled flysheeis advertise the

r4{ DECE
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neo-Fascist rally boldly planned
for today in the huge Olympic
sports stacium. Nearby. another
bomb has shattered three win-
dows of the church above the
Forum where Gibbon heard the
bare-footed friars singing vespers
when the idea of writing ' The
Dexline and Fall of the Roman

[Empire’ first started to his mind.

The question is- whether the
three broken windows may be
harbingers of the 'decline and
fall of Italian democracy.

In any other European coun-
try. the events that have shaken
Italy in the past few weeks, cul-
in Friday’s brutal
bombings, could be interpreted
as the certain prelude 1o some
monstrous nationai convulsion.

In the case of Italy, no one
can be sure. The one evident
fact is that the bombings have
added a sudden. unforeseen and
alarming air of crisis to a coun-
try already irritable and jumpy.

For three months Italy has
been experiencing every type of
civil commotion: strikes, sit-ins.

o ‘pohce mumuy. riots

- strfike -

leading to
-deaths.” ' This week, those on
bave included . schoal-
‘teachers, telephone workers.
employees of the Ministry of

Finance, tax collectors. Govern-

-ment auditors, the '‘Merchant
Navy.
Yet, despite the formidable

amounnt of civil unrest and the
diffused but general anger about
the urgent need for reform of
hospitals, schools, universities,
the tax system and the Byzantine
‘bureancracy, the feeble central

Government seemed to be over.

the worst. )

Almost every one of the coun-
try’s 20 million or so workers
had struck as their contraéts ran
out: but most of the big pace-
making contracts had at Jast
been renegotiated and the rest
were beginning to fall into line.
It seemed that Jtaly had come
through the hot autumn singed
but intact. Then came the
bombs,

Who had an interest in bring-
ing the crisis to the boil awa|n7
Possibly the® extreme nihilist
Left. though the co-ordination
of the explosions seems beyond
their muzzy patterns of action.
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‘that even the * moderate’ Right
stands to gain from if.

-Nobody is crazy enough to
blame President Saragat for the
bombings. But the entire Left is
saying today that his * strategy
of tension” indirectly encourapged
the far Right to go over 1o
terrorism.

It was in July that Saragat
brought about the split of the
Italian Socialists. The famous
‘Centre - Left*  coalition col-
lapsed. leaving Mariano Rumor
and his Christian Democrats
alone in a minority Government
and steering into the hurricane
af the “bol autumn® wage
demands.

Saragat’'s motives in creating
the split were evidently subtle.
He was trying less to. influence
his own Socialists than to shift
the Christian. Demiocrats to the
Right. The calculation was that
Rumor’s Government would be
brought to its knees by industrial
uproar, that a crisis election
would be held in the New Year,
and that fear of Communism
would wipe out a; the polis the
strong Leftish wing of the
Christian Democrats. This
would rule out any chance of a
coalition with the Communists.

out. Those who made it had
underestimated the caution of the
Communists. . Ear? *from

Tunists have - emefged " as the
‘ party of order.’

The paralle]” with (968 in
France is haunting. This year
apened with wild revolutmnarv
outbreaks among workers. pea-
sants and students throughout
Ita]y, a sort of prolon-ged Paris
May." Gradually, as in France,
the Communist Party turaed this
wave of emergy from a-call to
‘*smash the system ” into a mas-
sive, orderly wage demand, Now
comes the reaction of public
shock and exhaustion which won
de Ganlle his election. But can
Saragat hope for the same ?

For the whole political tine-up
on the Right, from the Saragat
Socialists to the neo-Fascists, the
unexpected mildness of the ® hot
autumn " threatened to puncture
the fear of revolution they were
counting on. ' Those who planted
the bombs have brought lthat fear
back to Ttaly. :

Even before the bombings,
general public- despair over any
hape of politica! remedies had
helped to bring about more and
more unorlhodox action outside
the regular pbolitical context.
Last year was the year of the
-students. This year has been
the vear of the workers. The
Communists, fearful of being
outflanked to the left, have taken
to the streets with Maoists and
Catholics not simply to add
urgency to their wage claims but
to profest' about. social jssues—
bousing. schools, hospitals—while
knowing with absolute certaintv
that the present Government is
too weak to meet their grievances.

At the same time. the Right
has been talking more and more
conﬁdently about extra-parhn-
mentary °solutions.’

There has been talk of right-
wmg action groups, and of right-
| wing citizens’ committees of pub-
lic safety. The strength of the far
Right in the Chamber of Depu-
ties is 6! out of a total of 630.

Most calm observers here---
rare ul the best of times. and
especially so now that 15 million
Italians are down with Ru-- re-
gard the Ttalian Right simply as
part of the unpleasant under-
warld of democracy: poseurs
and romantics lost in violent day-
dreams and capable of attracting

But the forecast did not work "

. en-,
 couraging chaos the’ Ttalian Coms’

-'r.;%eturns

only the type of student skinhead
who joins the student nzo-
Fascist organisation of FrFuan,
some of whose members wear
broad belts with detachable
bicycle chains concealed inside.

These observers dismiss the
possibility of any type of right-
wing coup. The Italian Army has
no tradition of political action,
has no appeal in the country,
and is in any case a conscripl
army, full of men whe were
workers yesterday and wilt be
warkers agam tomorrow. Nor,
they say, is there any solid evi-
dence that the police harbour
political ambitions.

None of this reasssures the
Left, who for months have been
nervously expecting a counter-
attack [rom the Right against
the growing influence of the
Commuanists.

This is the volatile situation
into which fell first the reports
of Greek plotting in [taly (re-
ported in THE OBSERVER last
Sunday and subsequently laken
up. with varying degrees of en-
thusiasm, by the Italian Press)
and then, far more serious. the
multiple bombings of Friday.

Before Friday. the cilicial
figures for the past 18 months
were 23 left-wing bombings and
28 right-wing bombings.

These and other acts of
violence had already begun to
provoke the beginnings of a
backlash from the lower middle
class and the petit-bourgeois.

But politically. at the moment,
these people have nowhere to
go, They. above all others. feel
themselves cut off from the
politicians, regarding them as
petty and corrupt men interested
in nothing except place and
patronage. Thus the dominanit
characteristic of the Italiun
scene has been that virtually
everyone wants a change of some
sort, and knows Lthat the present
system can scarcely tolter on;
yet no one has the power, or the
opportunity. to act.

'Pollution
1s latest
‘campus
‘cause

from JOYCE EGGINTON

y New YOrik. 13 December

P AMERICA'S  studeny  protest
movement s taking un unexpec-
ted new direction.

The students’ deep. overwhelm-
ing voncern now 1k to orevenl the
advances  of  technology  from
destroying  the earth’s  natural
systems. lTowards this end they
have begun to form action groups
mlh odd new  names such  us
}Loloy Student  Association
and * Students for Environmenlal

Control.” The movement s spread-
ing ut a tremendous rate, from
campus o campus across  the

nation, Originating in California—
where students are involved in
battles to save some of the worlds
most magnificent open spaces from
the encroachment of power plants
and automobiles —it is now begin-
ning to reach the East Coast.
. The immediate issues vary from
one  udiversity (0 the nexl. At
Columbia. in the heart of New
York Cits. student protest is dire-
led against the project to activate
a nuclear reactor which was butll
on the campus for teaching pur-
poses. At the University of Texas.
law students are enthustastically
invesiigaling means ol bringing
courl actions against despoilers ol
the envircnment. In  Boston. &
student group known as Ecolog
Axlion. nuvlmgh preseated s
' pollution award ” to u local power
company. At the University ol
IWinois, o body of conservation-
conscious students went out in frees-
ing weathzr to remove six tons of
refuse from o river. Michigan
students have been organising the
construction of smull parks on
waste land.

Professor Barry Commoner. Dir-
ector of the Centre for the Biolog)y
of Natural Systems at Washingion
University, St. Louis. predicts that
by next spring all these various pro-
test groups will have come together
as a major political student move-

ment.  Professor Commoner - i
leading  conservalionist who bad
been  addressing  audiences ot

students und politicians across the
country---has himself warned that.
by disrupting nature’s chemical
balances. tcchnological advance in
the United States is approaching
the point of no return. and that this
" suicidal course * must be reversed
within the next generation.

" From my knowledge of what is
happening in universities in Cali-
fornia and across the Mid West.'
he said, "it is clear thal we shull
soon have a new political movement
among swdents which is based
upen the crisis for survivai.  They.
more than anv other group. are
sensing (hat this is an age of evo-
logical catastrophe.  And in the
next two months they will grow to
represant not merely a coalescence
of environmentzl concern. bul a
spearhead of nalional politicul
activity.

* Already our political machiner
is beginning tuo scense Lhe public
urgeney and to rospond. Conserya-
tion may soon bevome the leading
domeslic issuc. thanks to the su-
dents.”
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